
  



 

Randy Neighbarger Retires from DUWC 

Center Administrator Randy Neighbarger retired at the end of August 2020. During his 
more than 22 years at the Wetland Center, he was involved in one capacity or another 
with almost all of the Wetland Center’s projects, including the Everglades study, the 
Stream and Wetland Assessment Management Park, and the Carolina Ranch Carbon 
Farm. His first retirement project is some long overdue maintenance on his house organ, 

especially the tuning stoppers on the 16-foot pedal pipes.  
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Carbon Farm Research Continues Amidst Pandemic 

In December 2018, the Duke University Wetland Center and Carolina Ranch reached an agreement to create a 10,000-
acre carbon farm on a tract of pocosin peatlands in eastern North Carolina formerly drained for agriculture. Carbon 
farming is a new approach for fighting global warming that uses enhanced land management and conservation practices 
to increase the amount of carbon that current or former agricultural lands pull out of the air and lock away in their soil and 
vegetation. Rewetting and reverting the former peatlands at Carolina Ranch to their natural wetland state will significantly 
increase their capacity for long-term carbon storage.  

When fully operational, the farm could potentially store enough carbon to offset much of the university's carbon emissions 
and help Duke meet its goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2024. Offset credits not used by the university could be sold 
to others. 

In February 2020, in what we now know were the last days before the COVID-19 outbreak, Wetland Center researchers 
were down in Hyde County installing eddy flux towers. These towers are recording atmospheric CO2 flux 24/7, important 
data for the climate-change related carbon sequestration study. DUWC members Bryan Stokes-Cawley and Neal 
Flanagan put the final touches on the set-up, Bryan climbing to the top for a final adjustment. The fencing protects the 
sites from the bears that live on the coastal-plain pocosins. 

 

During this spring’s lockdown orders, Wetland Center researchers were able to do data analysis and writing from home. 
Duke’s staged reopening plan allowed the safe and gradual resumption of lab and field activities in June and July. With 
regular trips to the research site now possible, the scientists can ramp up the long-term field trials on peat bog 
restoration’s impacts on biodiversity, carbon storage and saltwater intrusion. 

Explaining the importance of the carbon farm work in the fight against climate change, DUWC Director Curtis Richardson 
said, “Given the success we’re having, I think there’s a very good chance that the farm can serve as a prototype for 
expanding carbon farms to hundreds of thousands of other acres across eastern North Carolina and the region.” 

 



 


